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Our Calling in Christ






John 1.19-34
Last 2 Months > 12 Churches, Mark and Dayna Long Time Missionaries

Last Week – Hospital w/ Kidney Stones – Defined Blood Type & Medical History

TODAY in ZGC – Pastor to Some / STRANGER to Many Never Seen Before
Text > John the Baptist’s Job Description > OUR’S ALSO as Followers of Jesus

‘JOHN’ > In the Gospel of John > Always refers to JOHN THE BAPTIZER

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.   John 1.6
Gospel of JOHN > though John the Apostle NEVER writes HIS NAME in Book

OBSCURE Identification of HIMSELF > “disciple whom Jesus loved” 

This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 






John 21.24

BAPTIZER > GREAT INFLUENCE on John the Apostle > First followed him?  

GREAT EMPHASIS on JOHN in this Gospel > Info NOT GIVEN in Synoptics
BAPTIST >> MENTOR for John the Disciple > Apostle > MODEL FOR US TOO

1. Calling from the Lord 2. Confidence in the Lord 3. Confession of the Lord 

Apostle John is both WRITER and a REDACTOR > Arranges Material for Reason

Not an Exhaustive Picture of Jesus….

Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written. 








John 21.25

John is Written AFTER the SYNOPTIC GOSPELS > Matthew, Mark, Luke
JOHN > Does NOT describe JESUS BEING BAPTIZED by JOHN the Baptist

Story here ASSUMES the READER was WELL AWARE of this ALREADY  

An Evangelistic Presentation of Jesus….

…these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

John 20.30-31
1. Calling from the Lord

BELIEVERS must KNOW > Most BASIC PURPOSE for Living > REASON 

EXAMPLE OF JOHN:   he came only as a witness to the light           John 1.8
An acceptance of this task was…the single most important factor in the astounding outreach and expansion of the early Christian church. It was not simply that Paul and the other leaders carried the gospel to the farthest corners of the Roman world…It was rather that all Christians – small and great, rich and poor, slaves and freedmen – made it their consuming passion to tell others about the Lord. James Boice

a. Know God > Witness EXPERIENCED SOMETHING > What YOU KNOW 
John’s VEILED REBUKE to LEADERS OF ISRAEL > Not Recognize Messiah!

v. 26    …among you stands one you do not know
‘DID NOT KNOW’ > ONLY the Son knows the Mind and Plan of the Father

v. 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel. 

EVEN BEING A COUSIN OF JESUS is not GUARANTEE OF SALVATION

SALVATION is a  GIFT of  SOVEREIGN GRACE
children of God…born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God  







John 1.12,13

When you COME to KNOW HIM > Purpose of NEW LIFE > Make Him Known 

 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light


John 1.7

JOHN Describes HIMSELF > as the Best Man in the Wedding of the Lamb

The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 





John 3.29

WHAT GIVES YOU JOY? > for John it was to HEAR THE VOICE OF JESUS
John’s PROCLAMATION was FUELED by his PASSION

PASSION for JESUS Spread the EARLY CHURCH 
We are but of yesterday, and we have already filled every place among you – cities, islands, fortresses, towns, marketplaces, the very camp, tribes, companies, palace, senate, forum – we have left nothing to you except the temples of your gods.








Tertullian, 200 A.D.

b. Know God’s World > John lived in REAL WORLD, NOT IVORY TOWER
John knew the POPULAR HOPES and EXPECTATIONS of his COUNTRYMEN
v. 19 Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 

WHEN John Ministered > AIR was ELECTRIC with EXPECTATION

Like the Philippines during WW 2 > Gen. Douglass MacArthur: “I shall Return!” 

PROMISE SUSTAINED People all Thru JAPANESE OCCUPATION 

JEWS were under ROMAN OCCUPATION > Rule was OPPRESSIVE 

Many Attempts at OVERTHROW > Roman Rule became MORE HARSH 

PEOPLE LOOKED FOR COMING OF MESSIAH (Hebrew) or CHRIST (Greek)

v. 20  He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ." 

VARIOUS JEWISH OPINIONS > What would Messiah DO? 

Warrior? Peacemaker? End World? Extend Jewish Territory? Reign in Jerusalem? 

UNTHINKABLE > Nailed to a Cross for the Sins of the Nation, and the World! 

v. 21 They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not."
LAST CHAPTER OF OUR O.T. > Ends with Promise of Coming of Elijah…

I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 








Malachi 4.5

ELIJAH had been TAKEN UP to Heaven Alive > HAD he Fallen Down as John? 

JESUS EXPLAINS that John came in the SPIRIT AND POWER of Elijah

John the Baptist… if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 



Matthew 11.12,15

      BUT NOT AS A LITERAL RETURN > John is John, Elijah was Elijah 

v. 21 "Are you the Prophet?" He answered, "No." 

MOSES PROMISED A PROPHET LIKE HIM > ONLY Greater, Would Come

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him. 





Deuteronomy 18.15

John 6 > Jesus Fed more than 5000 people with a BOY’S BENTO LUNCH 

After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, "Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world." 



John 6.14

“What Time It Is?” in BJ Today > What, How, Why, IF > WORLD THINKS

   Can we Proclaim the ETERNAL WORD to this CHANGING WORLD?  
c. Know God’s Word > John read MORE than NEWSPAPER > Read BIBLE 
v. 22 Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?"

GOOD THING about JEWISH LEADERS > Standard was SCRIPTURE

UNDERSTANDING was IMPERFECT > Sought Guidance of WORD OF GOD 

 v. 23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.'"  

Isaiah 40 > John was HERALD of a NEW EXODUS > New Day of Grace in Jesus
It was a voice both stern and comforting. It cried out in the wilderness of the world’s needs and pointed men to Him who alone can satisfy it; but it also called them to prepare the way for His coming by removing all that was crooked in their conduct and narrow in their outlook. 




R.V.G. Tasker

SIMPLE yet PROFOUND > He is VOICE not VIDEO, not STAR but SERVANT

BASIS of Call > SCRIPTURE > Not Mysticism or Subjectivism, GOD’S TRUTH

Challenge of Communicating GOD’S WORD to our MODERN WORLD 

Evangelist > to Worker in Store: Are you a member of the Christian family? 

Worker > No, they live on the other side of the City, I can give you their number? 

Evan > Let me try again, Are you Lost? 

Work  > No, I have lived in this city for 30 years, I know my way around. 

Evan > Let me ask this, Are you Ready for the Judgment Day? 

Work > When is it? 

Evan > Could be Today, it may be Tomorrow. 

Work > Well, when you know, let me know. My wife would probably want to go  












on Both Days! 

2. Confidence in the Lord

Jewish LEADERS came INQUIRING > Who NEW, POPULAR, Spiritual Leader?  
JOHN had no FORMAL OFFICE > Did not Graduate from THEIR SEMINARY

v. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely
STRONG BASIS FOR CONFIDENCE > God KNEW Him and God SENT Him 

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.    John 1.6
a. Humble > BOLDNESS was not IN HIMSELF > In the Lord 
He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.       John 1.8
Roman SLAVES carried their MASTER’S SANDALS > John LOWEST Slave
v. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.

The most difficult musician to find is the second fiddle.

JOHN ENTHUSIASTICALLY PLAYED SECOND-FIDDLE

v. 30 This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'
John replied, ‘A man can receive only what is given him from heaven.’ John 3.27 

NOT SOME NEW MINISTRY, GREAT MINISTER > It’s all ABOUT JESUS!
JOHN’S LIFE MOTTO: He must become greater; I must become less.   John 3.30
David BRAINERD > M to American Indians > BURNT OUT > Died at Age 30

Said on DEATHBED to his Father-in-Law > JONATHAN EDWARDS

I do not go to heaven to be advanced but to give honor to God. It is not a matter of  where I shall be stationed in heaven, whether I have a high or low seat there, but to live to please and glorify God. 





David Brainerd 

b. Hurried > Knew God is Sovereign in Time & Plan > BUT Uses Us in Work 
4 GOSPELS > OLD MAN JOHN Marks off PASSING of TIME Most Solemnly

v. 29 The next day John saw Jesus… 

v. 35 The next day John was there again… 

v. 43 The next day Jesus decided to leave… 

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana… 



John 2.1 

JESUS’ Commentary on the MINSTRY OF JOHN > Emphasis on BREVITY

John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. 










John 5.35

Making Christ Known to Lost World // Sounding the Alarm in a Burning Hotel 

Not Just Pulling Alarm & Going Away Unconcerned > ENORMOUS TRAGEDY

‘HAVE I DONE ALL I CAN TO MAKE SURE NO ONE WILL PERISH?’ 

DO NOT be like young Christian Man > Went to STUDY at SECULAR UNIV. 

PARENTS Worried about the EXPOSURE and POLLUTION of Godless Campus

Nervously asked him when he came home on Break: ‘How did it Go?’ 

‘Oh, I got along great…NO ONE EVEN KNOWS I AM A CHRISTIAN!’  



3. Confession of the Lord
MANY THINGS we can TALK ABOUT as a CHRISTIAN WITNESS 

Theology – Church Life – Christian History – Failures and Successes 

BUT JOHN FOCUSED CONVERSATION ON JESUS > He is the GOOD NEWS

One of the great tragedies in ossifying Western church is that people do not, by and large, talk about Jesus. That is extremely foolish. Jesus is the supremely attractive One. If we exclude from our conversation the only real winner that we have, we are of all people the most to be pitied. If a church seriously wants to evangelize, my advice would be not to hire a famous preacher…it would be to open the mouths of the people in the pews. Everyone has a story to tell, the story of God’s dealing with the soul…It springs naturally to many who have recently discovered the beauty of Jesus for themselves.



Michael Green

a. Person - Who is Jesus?  v. 34 I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God. 

John had HEARD the VOICE of the FATHER when He Baptized Jesus

A voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.’








Matthew 3.17
Thesis of Gospel of John > Word was God, Word became Flesh: Jesus 

b. Pardon - What has Jesus Done? 

ONE SENSE > Since Jesus is God > HE DOES EVERYTHING > SOVEREIGN!

PARTICULAR FOCUS in Scripture > SALVATION > Work of Redemption

John’s TITLE for JESUS in Revelation > THE LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN
Several Commentators: PASSOVER Near, 1000’s of Sheep were in Jerusalem 

At that Time of Sacrifice and Symbolism >> John saw JESUS and SHOUTED:

v. 29 John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!’

Jesus was LAMB the Faithful had Sought for 2000 yrs > Abraham said to Isaac

Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father?"   "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied.   "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"…. Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided." 
Genesis 22.7,13-14

1300 years LATER PROPHET ISAIAH > Saw this Lamb

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

Isaiah 53.4-5

Source - Lamb of God > Not like 1000’s of Animals that can NEVER TAKE AWAY SIN > God’s Lamb, God’s Son, High Priest & Sacrifice > Sinless, Spotless 
Significance - takes away sin > Not just EXPIATION > COVERING OVER SIN

PROPITIATION > Fully Satisfies God’s Wrath and Removes it FOREVER

Scope - of the world > Not just ISRAEL, He is the SAVIOR OF THE WORLD 


Few aspects of the gospel need greater, or more frequent, reaffirmation than this one. How many people struggle for survival beneath crushing burdens of guilt! But Christ, the Lamb of God, really has born it all for us!...Without any exception, every kind of sin and evil is covered. There is no sin too heinous, no wickedness too terrible, no habitual failure too often repeated, that it cannot be ‘taken away’ by Christ, our heavenly Lamb.





Bruce Milne

c. Power - How can I Know Him?
v. 31 the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel 

BAPTISM of John was ONLY NEGATIVE > Cleansed but Imparted NO POWER

OFFENSIVE to Jews > Everyone knew DIRTY GENTILES Needed BAPTISM 

They had many SINS to Wash Away > But John was BAPTIZING JEWS!! 

Only MESSIAH would BAPTIZE with the HOLY SPIRIT > Pardon and POWER 

SPIRIT > Given after Jesus GLORIFIED > Enthroned after Victory of Redemption 

AWARDED Spirit as PRIZE > After Defeating Sin, Death, Hell, Satan on CROSS

v. 33 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.'
KNOW GOD > Through the Word of God empowered by the Spirit of God

Every Reference to ‘Baptism in Spirit’ in Scripture SPOKEN BY JOHN Baptist

EXCEPT ONE > 1 Corinthians 12

BAPTISM in SPIRIT > INITATION RITE > Enter Family of God 

Messiah who is FULL OF THE SPIRIT > Gives portion of Spirit to His Disciples

We NEED: PARDON for the PAST & POWER for the FUTURE 

LAMB to FORGIVE US and SPIRIT to FILL US 

BOTH are GIFTS of JESUS > Given to those who Call on His Name in Faith 
PROMISED by Prophets of Old Testament

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean…I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you…And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.
Ezekiel 36.25-27

ESSENCE of the NEW Covenant
This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel…‘I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD. ‘For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.’  




Jeremiah 31.33-34
TWO-FOLD WORK OF JESUS OFFERED ON PENTECOST 

Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ 








Acts 2:38-39

TWO-FOLD WORK is CELEBRATED in the CHURCH

When the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior             


   Titus 3.4-6

Who is QUALIFIED to WITNESS for the Lord Jesus Christ? 

PARDONED from Sin by LAMB of God

POWER for Service by the SPIRIT of God

KNOW your > Calling from the Lord

HAVE your > Confidence in the Lord

MAKE your > Confession of the Lord

John 1.19-34

19 Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ." 21 They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" 

He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" He answered, "No." 22 Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.'"  24 Now some Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26 "I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie." 28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel." 32 Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34 I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God." NIV

